
Our Top 10 Sofia Travel Tips
1) Bulgaria uses the leva, which is fixed to the euro at the value of 2 leva to 1 euro. 
This makes calculations quite easy. 10 leva is 5 euro, 20 leva is 10 euro, etc.  

2) Sofia has a ton of amazing walking tours, including a daily English-language free 
walking tour run by a local non-profit. It's a great introduction to the city. 

3) Google Maps works for walking, but it doesn't work at all for using public transit 
in Sofia. If you plan on taking the metro, tram, or buses, download the Moovit app 
before you arrive in Sofia.  

4) Be aware that there are several taxi scams in Sofia. We've compiled a list of the 
most common ones to avoid here. We recommend using the Yellow Taxi or Taxi 
Me app or calling a reputable taxi company to have a registered ride and avoid 
problems.  

5) It is generally cheaper to withdraw cash from an ATM with your debit card 
upon arriving. If you prefer to arrive with cash and exchange it for Bulgarian leva, 
you will get the best rate when you exchange euros. 

6) Credit cards are quite commonly accepted throughout Sofia. Virtually every 
restaurant and many stores will allow you to use a card. Some taxis will allow you 
to use a card, but this needs to be arranged beforehand.  

7) In restaurants, it's typical to tip approximately 10% for good service. In a taxi, the 
general rule is to round up the fare to the next leva at a minimum. It's nice to 
also add 1-2 leva for fares under 10 leva and 2-3 leva for fares under 20 leva.  

8) It can be very helpful to learn a little bit of the Cyrillic alphabet before you 
arrive in Bulgaria, as many of the signs you'll find will be primarily in Bulgarian. 

9) Most people working in restaurants and shops speak at least basic English. 
Generally, young people speak quite good English and are happy to help translate 
if needed. 

10) Sofia is quite safe, but we recommend having travel insurance for your trip in 
case of emergency. We use and recommend World Nomads for all our travels in 
Eastern Europe.

https://freesofiatour.com/

